
possum
1. [ʹpɒsəm] n разг. см. opossum

♢ to play possum - а) притворяться спящим, больным или мёртвым; б) прикидываться несведущим или непонимающим

2. [ʹpɒsəm] v амер. разг.
1. охотиться на опоссума

2. = to play possum [см. I ♢ ]

all this time I was possuming sleep - всё это время я притворялся спящим

Apresyan (En-Ru)

possum
pos·sum [possumpossums] BrE [ˈpɒsəm] NAmE [ˈpɑ səm] noun

(AustralE, NZE or NAmE, informal)

= ↑opossum

Idiom:↑play possum

Word Origin:

early 17th cent.:shortening of↑opossum.

Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.

possum
I. o pos sum /əˈpɒsəm $ -ˈpɑ -,̍pɑ səm/ BrE AmE (also possum) noun [countable]

[Date:1600-1700; Language:Virginia Algonquian; Origin:opassom, from op 'white' + assom 'dog']
one of various small animals from America and Australia that have fur and climb trees

II. pos sum /ˈpɒsəm $ ˈpɑ -/ BrE AmE (also opossum) noun [countable]

[Date:1600-1700; Origin:opossum]
1. one of various types of small furry animals that climb trees and live in America or Australia
2. play possum informal to pretend to be asleep or dead so that someone will not annoy or hurt you
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