circumstance Apresyan (En-Ru)
1. ['s3:kemstaens,’s3:kemstens] n
1. 1) p/ o6CcTOATENBCTBY YCMOBUWS, NONOXEHWE Aen
in /under/ the circumstances - npu gaHHbIX 0OCTOSATENBLCTBAX B 3TUX YCIOBUSX; B TAKOM Cry4yae
under /in/ no circumstances - H1 NpuK Kakux 06CTOATENLCTBAX/YCNOBUSX/; HA B KOEM Clny4vae; HUKoraa
circumstances alter cases - BCE 3aBUCUT OT OOCTOATENBCTE YTO XOPOLLUO B OAHOM Cryyae, TO MM0X0 B APYrom
the circumstances of the preceding hours - nponcLlecTBUA HECKONbKMX MNOCNEAHNX YacoB
certain curious circumstances in his history - HekoTopble NtoBONbITHbIE COOLITUS B €r0 XXU3HU
he was the victim of circumstances - oH nan /ctar/ >xepTBOI 0OCTOATENLCTB
2) cnyyan; dakT, 06CcToATENLCTBG YCNOBME
lucky circumstance - cyacTnuBbIN cry4an
unforeseen circumstance - HenpeaBuaeHHOE 06CTOSATENBCTBO
weather is a circumstance to be taken into consideration - noroga - aTo akTop KOTOPbIN CreayeT y4ecTb
the circumstance that ... - ToT dakT, yTO ...
2. pl maTepuanbHoe usiu (pMHAHCOBOE NONOXEHNE, COCTOSAHNE
easy /comfortable/ circumstances - gocTaTok, 3aXMTOYHOCTb, obecneveHHOCTL; 6e3beHoe cyLecTBOBaHNE
reduced /straitened/ circumstances - cTeCHEHHOEe MaTepuarnbHOE NonoXeHne
3. 1) nogpoBHOCTL, YaCTHOCTb, AeTarb
to omit no essential circumstance - He ynycTUTb HUYEro CyLLEeCTBEHHOIO
2) obcTosTenbHOCTE Macca nogpobHocTen
the story was told with great circumstance - pacckas otnmnyancs 60nbLo 06CTOATENBHOCTBIO/ObINT 04eHb NOAPOGHBIM/
4. mk. sing ob6CTaHOBKa, Cpeaa; Xn3Hb
creature of circumstance - npogykT cpeabl (0 4Yenoseke)
the blows of circumstance - yaapbl cyab6bl
in the clutch of circumstance - y u3Hu B nanax; B TUCKax OOCTOATENBCTB
all are sons of circumstance (Byron) - Bce Mbl AeTu CyabObl
5. mk. sing NbIWHOCTb, TOPXXECTBEHHOCTE LiepeMOHUS
to receive with circumstance - NpyHATL C NOYETOM
pride, pomp and circumstance of glorious war (Shakespeare ) - n nnams 6uTB, 1 TopXXecTBo Nodes
¢ mere /remote/ circumstance - amep. a) nyctoe MecTo, Hosb (0 Yesnoseke); 6) HUKyAa He rogHas Bellb
not a circumstance to - amep. HUYTO NO CPABHEHUIO C, HE UOET HN B KAKOE CPaBHEHME C
to be in circumstances - 38¢h. 6bITb B NONOXEHUN
2. ['s3:kemstaens,’s3:kamtens] V rpeum. pass KHUXH.
CTaBMWTb B onpeaenéHHble yCnosus
they are much better circumstanced than we are - ux nonoxexuve ny4yiie, Yem Halle, OHW XMBYT fy4dLle, YeM Mbl
as they are circumstanced - B nx nonoxeHuu

circumstance Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary 8th Ed.
cir-cum-stance AW [circumstance circumstances] BrE ['s3[ kemstong  BrE
['s3llkemst I hs BrE ['s3kemsteend NAmE ['s3rkemsteeng ~ noun
1. countable, usually plural the conditions and facts that are connected with and affect a situation, an eventor an action
* The company reserves the right to cancel this agreement in certain circumstances.
+ changing social and political circumstances
| know | can trust herin any circumstance.
* Police said there were no suspicious circumstances surrounding the boy's death.
* The ship sank in mysterious circumstances.
» She neverdiscovered the true circumstances of her birth.
2. circumstances plural the conditions of a person's life, especially the money they have
» Grants are awarded according to your financial circumstances .
- family/domestic/personal circumstances
3. uncountable (formal) situations and events that affect and influence your life and that are not in your control
+ a victim of circumstance (= a person who has suffered because of a situation that they cannot control)
* He had to leave the country through force of circumstance (= events made it necessary) .
* We were simply thrown together by circumstance on the long journey.
more at pomp and circumstance at !pomp, reduced circumstances at freduce
Idioms: tin no circumstances = tin the circumstances

Word Origin:
Middle English: from Old French circonstance or Latin circumstantia, from circumstare ‘encircle, encompass’, from circum

‘around’ + stare ‘stand’.

Thesaurus:

circumstance noun C, usually pl.

 She did the job very well in the circumstances.

conditions ¢ ¢ situation ¢ * position ¢ » the case ° « state of affairs ¢ [informal, especially spoken things ¢
in the/a circumstances/particular situation/position/state of affairs
the general /current/present/real circumstances/conditions/situation/position/state of affairs
sb's economic/financial /social circumstances/conditions/situation/position
describe/explain the circumstances/situation/position/state of affairs/things



Circumstances or conditions? Circumstances refers to sb's financial situation; conditions refers to things such as food,
shelter, or the working environment The circumstances that affect an eventare the facts surrounding it; the conditions are
usually physical things, such as the weather.

Synonyms:
situation

circumstances ¢ position ¢ conditions « things ° the case ° state of affairs
These are all words for the conditions and facts that are connected with and affect the way things are.
situation ¢ all the things that are happening at a particular time and in a particular place: = the present economic situation
circumstances ¢ the facts that are connected with and affect a situation, an eventor an action; the conditions of a person's life,
especially the money they have = The ship sank in mysterious circumstances.
position ¢ the situation that sb is in, especially when it affects what they can and cannot do: = She felt she was in a position of
power.
conditions ° the circumstances in which people live, work or do things; the physical situation that affects how sth happens: = We
were forced to work outside in freezing conditions.
circumstances or conditions?
Circumstances refers to sb's financial situation; conditions are things such as the quality and amount of food or shelter they
have The circumstances that affect an eventare the facts surrounding it; the conditions that affect it are usually physical ones,
such as the weather.
things ¢ (rather informal) the general situation, as it affects sb: = Hi, Jane! = How are things? <= Think things overbefore you
decide.
the case ° the true situation: = If that is the case = (= if the situation described is true) =, we need more staff.
state of affairs ¢ a situation: = How did this unhappy state of affairs come about?
situation or state of affairs?
State of affairs is mostly used with this. It is also used with adjectives describing how good or bad a situation is, such as happy,
sorry, shocking, sad and unhappy, as well as those relating to time, such as present and current. Situation is much more
frequentand is used in a wider variety of contexts.
in (a) particular situation/circumstances /position/state of affairs
the/sb's economic/financial /social situation/circumstances/position/conditions
(a/an) happy/unhappy situation/circumstances/position/state of affairs
to look at/review the situation/circumstances/conditions/things

Example Bank:
* Due to unforeseen circumstances, we have had to reschedule the concert.

* He died in tragic circumstances.

* He was a writer living in straitened circumstances.

* He was simply a victim of circumstance.

* His sentence was reduced because of the extenuating circumstances.

« | felt that circumstances were conspiring against me.

* In normal circumstances | would let you use my car, but today | need it.

* In the circumstances, you'd better call the police.

* Only if the circumstances are exceptional will we accept late applications.
» She died in rather suspicious circumstances.

* The amount paid will vary according to circumstances.

* The bank will investigate the circumstances surrounding the robbery.

* The delays were due to circumstances beyond our control.

» The plan might work better with more favourabléfavorablecircumstances.
» The survivorsate plants and insects by force of circumstance.

» Under no circumstances should you leave the door unlocked.

* We lost our position in the market due to a combination of circumstances.
+ an unfortunate set of circumstances that made her life difficult

« life in the changing economic circumstances of China

* people facing adverse circumstances

» the tragic circumstances of his early life

* Don't open the door, in any circumstances.

» Grants are awarded according to your financial circumstances.

* He had to leave the country through force of circumstance.

* Police said there were no suspicious circumstances surrounding the boy's death.
» Under the circumstances, it seemed better not to tell him about the accident.

circumstance Longman DOCE 5th Ed. (En-En)

cir'cum stance S2 W1 AC /'s3[ kemstaens,-stons $ 's3I-BrE~ AmE ~ noun
[Date: ; Language: ; Origin: 'to stand around, CIRCUM-
‘to stand']

1. [countable usually plural] the conditions that affect a situation, action, eventetc:
The Soviet Union had been forced by circumstances to sign a pact with Nazi Germany.
| can’t imagine a circumstance in which | would be willing to steal.
in ... circumstances
The rules can only be waivedin exceptional circumstances.



under ... circumstances
°  Prisoners can only leave their cells under certain circumstances.
2. under no circumstances (a/so in no circumstances British English) used to emphasize that something must definitely not
happen:
° Under no circumstances are you to go out.
3. under/given the circumstances (al/so in the circumstances British English) used to say that a particular situation makes an
action, decision etc necessary, acceptable, or true when it would not normally be:
It's the best result that could be expected under the circumstances.
4. [uncountable] formal the combination of facts, events etc that influence your life, and that you cannot control:
° He was a victim of circumstance.
5. circumstances [plural] formal the conditions in which you live, especially how much money you have
economic/financial/personal etc circumstances
Whether or not you qualify for a loan will depend on your financial circumstances.
people living in difficult social circumstances
in reduced circumstances old-fashioned (=with much less money than you used to have)
= pomp and circumstance at 'pomp
COLLOCATIONS
Madjectives
= in/under certain circumstances (=if particular conditions exist) In certain circumstances you may be refused a visa.
= exceptional /special circumstances The court may allow this evidence in exceptional circumstances.
= normal circumstances In normal circumstances, a child’s language will develop naturally.
= particular circumstances (=special or specific) There may be particular circumstances in which this rule will not apply.
= difficult circumstances MVany teachers are doing a very good job under difficult circumstances.
= suspicious circumstances (=making you think something illegal has happened) Officers said there were no suspicious
circumstances surrounding his death.
= mysterious circumstances (=strange or suspicious) One of their colleagues had vanishedin mysterious circumstances.
= unusual circumstances There were several unusual circumstances that night.
= unforeseen circumstances (=that you did not realize would happen) The tragedy was the result of a series of unforeseen
circumstances.
= tragic circumstances (=extremely sad and unfortunate) Both parents had died in tragic circumstances.
= extenuating /mitigating circumstances (=conditions that make it reasonable for someone to break the rules or law)
Hunger and poverty are not treated by the courts as extenuating circumstances.
Mphrases
= a set/combination of circumstances This was a very unusual set of circumstances.
= the circumstances surrounding something Police are investigating the circumstances surrounding the accident.
= due to circumstances beyond sb’s control Occasionally flights are cancelled due to circumstances beyond our control.
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